


PRACTICE WITH A GOAL IN MIND:
Always have a plan for your practice sessions. Know what you want to improve and how you’re 

going to go about it. In order to have tangible success, which is absolutely necessary for anyone hoping to 
enjoy practicing, you must have short-term, mid-term, and long-range goals. My short-term goals always 
include some kind of scale playing, because it is easy to measure improvement with the metronome when 
practicing scales. Mid-range goals may include the learning of a piece of music, preparing a performance, 
or overall musical progress. Long-range goals are much more difficult to set and achieve, but are helpful, 
nonetheless, if set high enough and checked occasionally.These goals may include such issues as winning 
a competition, or getting into a particular university, etc.

 
LISTEN TO PROFESSIONAL SAXOPHONISTS:

Listening to such saxophonists as Donald Sinta, Jean Marie Londeix, Fred Hemke, Marcel Mule, Ted 
Hegvik, James Forger, John Sampen and others will help you to better understand what a saxophone sounds 
like in the hands of a master. 

LISTEN TO GOOD MUSIC AND GREAT ARTISTS:
Listening to any great artist can be helpful to a growing musician. Much can be learned about 

musicianship by listening to others perform, either the same pieces you may be working on, music related 
by stylistic considerations. Even stylistically unrelated passages can be of great value. Do not restrict 
your listening habits to performers of the saxophone. My musical instincts have grown immeasurably 
through experiencing musical performances by great singers, as well as those of wind, keyboard, and 
string players. There is no substitute for going to live performances! As good as contemporary recording 
fidelity has become, there is still no substitute for the electricity of a live performance. 

Dr.Clifford Leaman, Associate Professor of Saxophone at The University of South Carolina, received the 
Bachelor of Science degree in music education from Lebanon Valley College, and  Masters  and Doctoral degrees 
in performance from The University of Michigan.  He is also chair of the Music Division of South Carolina 
Governors School for the Arts and Humanities Summer Honors program. He has served on the faculties of 
Furman University, Eastern Michigan University, and The University of Michigan prior to his appointment 
at the University of South Carolina.  Dr. Leaman is in great demand as a soloist and clinician and has toured 
extensively throughout the United States and Canada. 
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